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Introduction

The Giessen Emigration Society occupies an important place in the history of German emigration. According to Gustav Koerner, it was “perhaps one of the best organized in Germany. It was founded by intelligent, honest people, who were well known by many of its members.” In addition to this, Koerner notes that: “Only families with a good reputation were accepted, and only such as could prove that they had the means required for the beginning of the settlement. An exploratory commission had been sent to the west before embarkation. Duden and other sources had been eagerly studied.” (1)
The society came about as a direct result of the publication of a small book of 51 pages, which might best be described as a manifesto on German emigration aimed at the creation of a New Germany in America. (2) It was entitled: Aufforderung und Erklärung in Betreff einer Auswanderung im Grossen  aus Teutschland in die Nordamerikanischen Freistaaten. Zweite, mit den Statuten der Giessener Auswanderergesellschaft vermehrte Auflage. Giessen: Verlag von J. Ricker, Juli 1833. In translation this would be: Invitation and Explanation Regarding a Great Emigration from Germany to the North American Free States. Second Edition, with the Statutes of the Giessen Emigrants Society. (Giessen: Publishing House of J. Ricker, July 1833). For convenience, this will be referred to as the Invitation and Explanation.
Although generally referred to as the Giessen Emigration Society the title of the book, as well as its constitution indicate that its name actually was the Giessener Auswanderergesellschaft, or Giessen Emigrants Society. This name differential is worth taking note of, as it implies that this was to be an organization for prospective emigrants and that such a publication would focus on them, their rights, duties and responsibilities.  In short, the members were being placed at the forefront by means of the very naming of the society. However, since the society is generally known as the Giessen Emigration Society, that name will be used here due to its familiarity. 

What did this book have to say to its readers that would have caused them to join the society and emigrate to the U.S.? To answer this question, the second edition of the book will be examined here by means of a summarization of its contents. To place the work in historical context, some preliminary information will first be provided regarding the authors and the publication history of the work.

Editions
The first edition of this work appeared in March 1833, but swiftly went out of print, appearing several months later as an expanded edition. The response apparently was tremendous.  According to Muench, thousands wanted to join the Giessen Emigration Society and, ultimately, five hundred actually did sign up for the emigration. (3)
The second edition consists of two parts. The first part calls on all interested parties to join the Giessen Emigration Society and provides an explanation of its goals and objectives. The second part of the work contained the statutes of the organization. The original first edition consisted only of the first part, whereas the second part was added for the expanded second edition. Both parts comprise roughly half of the volume of the second edition: part one, pp. 1-23 and part two, pp. 24-51.

Taken together, both editions must have totaled several thousand copies, an impressive print-run for the time. The first edition is exceptionally rare, no doubt due to the fact that it was more on the order of a pamphlet. The second edition, which was twice the size of the first edition, is also quite rare. 
The Authors

The title-page indicates that the work was written by the “The Contractors” of the society.  Their names, however, are not found until the end of the first part of the work, where they are identified as: Paul Follenius and Friedrich Muench. (4) They, of course, were not only co-authors of the book, but also the co-founders of the Giessen Emigration Society.
Follenius was the youngest of three brothers, all of whom were born in Giessen, had studied at the university there and participated in the War of Liberation against Napoleonic France. They all yearned for greater freedoms at home and for unity of the German states as a whole and were deeply disillusioned by the postwar Restoration. The eldest brother, August (1795-1855), edited a newspaper after the war, but was imprisoned for two years on charges of treasonous activities. He then moved to Switzerland, where he taught German language and literature and published several works on German literature. He was elected to the council in Zurich, but in 1847 was arrested on charges of involvement in “communistic activities.” After his release, he continued publishing works on German literature. 
Another brother, Karl (1795-1840), had studied law, but became a private instructor after the war and then got involved in what the authorities referred to as “demagogic activities.” As a result, he fled to Switzerland, but due to Prussian, Austrian and Russian pressure for his extradition, immigrated to the U.S. in 1824, where he dropped the Latin “ius” ending of the family name. Ultimately, he became a professor of German at Harvard, the first such position in the U.S., and later a Unitarian minister active in the abolition movement. Both brothers of Paul Follenius were, therefore, well known for their involvement in liberal causes and the youngest brother followed in their footsteps. (5)
After completing his studies, Paul Follenius (1799-1844), became a prominent lawyer in Giessen and the possibility of a great professional future stood before him. (6) However, after his brothers had left the city, he became the recognized leader of the liberal-minded elements there. Not surprisingly, he increasingly came under the suspicion of the police after the July 1830 Revolution in France and especially after the 1832 Hambacher Fest. This was partly a case of guilt by association simply by being one of the three Follenius brothers. 
Friedrich Muench (1799-1881) was born in Niedergemünden and studied theology at the University of Giessen, where he became acquainted with the Follenius brothers. He joined a university fraternity there led by Karl Follen known as the “Giessener Schwarzen,” or the “Giessen Blacks,” so-called as they wore black jackets.  Follen drafted the statutes for the group, which was viewed as subversive by the authorities (Grand Duchy of Hessen), as it was dedicated to the cause of German unity, something that obviously was a threat to the individual German states in general and the Grand Duchy in particular. The Blacks viewed themselves as German patriots imbued with a deep love of the German nation as a whole. They envisioned a united Germany with a republican form of government. They also stressed their Christian faith, but did not have a reputation for attending the state-supported churches in Giessen and might best be described as Christian Freidenker. 
Follen was a dynamic and charismatic leader who deeply influenced the political Weltanschauung of Paul Follenius and Friedrich Muench. Although sharing his views, they had seen that political agitation had led to the exile of the two older Follenius brothers. The life and work of Follen in particular provides the basic backdrop to an understanding of Paul Follenius and Friedrich Muench and their subsequent course of action. (7) In choosing emigration as their response to the political situation in Germany, they envisioned not only a German colony, but a democratic one with a republican form of government. 
With the guru-like leader, Karl Follen, now gone, Muench, like Follenius, completed his studies and then took a position, as a minister while still retaining his political beliefs and discontent. Ultimately, they would follow Follen to America, but opted not for emigration as individuals, but for the group emigration model. According to Muench, “The thought of emigration came to me earlier than to him (Follenius); he hesitated, because he still believed in the possibility of being of service to the Fatherland, even if it might cost him his life.” (8) 
Gustav Koerner wrote of Muench: “He was a man of sterling character, very well informed, of an iron will and an iron constitution. A warm German patriot, he had despaired of his country and longed to become a citizen of the great Transatlantic Republic.” Of Follenius, he wrote that he “was a very noble character. Like Muench he had given up all hopes of a political regeneration of Germany.” (9)

Follenius agreed with Muench on emigrating, but insisted that plans be expanded to a large scale emigration. Muench, on the other hand, wrote later that his original plan was to emigrate with a few families that he knew well and seek a new homeland in America, possibly in Ohio, where he had acquaintances. However, he gave in to the expanded vision of Follenius, noting later that they both learned how much more difficult this had made their plans. Herein, we might note that contrast between the two: both were idealists, but of the two, Muench was more the pragmatist. The latter had a small scale emigration of several families in mind, whereas Follenius envisioned something much greater.
Muench wrote further of the plan that the purpose of the society was to establish “a bit of New Germany on American soil and to settle it with the best elements of the German population that was fed up with conditions in Europe – at that time a group extant in great numbers – as this would make possible the emergence of a German settlement that was fresh and free in America.” (10) He noted that new colonies would annually join those that had already been established, and when a sufficient population had been established that the settlement would seek entrance into the Union as a new state. The ultimate goal was to establish a German republic in America, something that was impossible in Europe, but would be realizable in America. This would also exert positive influence on the reactionary political conditions in Germany. 
Impact of the Book

In less than a year and a half after the initial publication of their book, the Giessen Emigration Society had been organized and two groups had embarked for the U.S. under the direction of the book’s authors. According to Rolf Schmidt, an estimated one thousand people had been interviewed regarding their interest in joining the society, with five hundred finally being selected for the emigration. (11)

The impact of this book was no doubt due to the time period in which it appeared. The Wartburg-Fest had taken place in 1817 to protest the prevalent political conditions in the German states, thereby revealing a deep and growing discontent with the status quo. And, Gottfried Duden’s Report on a Journey to the Western States of North appeared in 1829, awakening great interest in the idea of emigration to America. (11) Additionally, the July 1830 Revolution in France had just taken place, followed by the Hambacher Fest in 1832.  The publication of the small book by Follenius and Muench, therefore, fell on fertile ground and ignited the interest of those who viewed conditions in the German states as hopeless. However, such a work must have been well written and formulated to have led to the swift formation of the Giessen Emigration Society and the subsequent emigration of such a sizable group of emigrants. (13)
Of the two authors, Follenius was better known. Indeed, the mere name “Follenius” probably contributed to interest in the work. In addition to this, there was the factor of the growing interest in America, especially after the publication of Duden’s book in 1829.  Taken together, all of these factors contributed to the book resonating positively with its many readers. (14)
Chronology

The chronology from publication of the first edition through the actual emigration of members of the Giessen Emigration Society reflects a relatively short time period, clearly demonstrating that this publication had exerted a great impact on its readers. 
- March 1833: Publication of the first edition of the Invitation and Explanation
- July 1833: Publication of the second edition of the Invitation and Explanation
- 1 September 1833: Foundation of the Giessen Emigration Society

- 31 March 1834: Departure from Bremerhaven of the first group (250 people) led by Paul Follenius

- May 1834: Tentative date of departure listed in the second edition of the Invitation and Explanation
- 3 June 1834: Departure from Bremerhaven of the second group (250 people) led by Friedrich Muench 
Part One of the Invitation and Explanation:  The Giessen Emigration Society
As noted earlier, the first part of the work consists of a call to join the Giessen Emigration together with an explanation of its goals and purposes. Follenius and Muench begin by stating that they and others have decided to leave Germany and seek a new homeland in America. They have made this decision as the current conditions in Germany are unacceptable and the prospect for change is nil. Only a life in the free states of North America offers the hope of a better life for them and their children. They also indicate that they are well informed about political conditions in the U.S. and that their plans are based on such knowledge. 

They write of the “almost immeasurable region west of the Mississippi River” noted for its “richness and natural beauty.” (15) Forests are being cleared so that farms and cities would soon arise and numerous waterways would provide travel and trade connections.

The authors state that it is their idea to establish a German settlement in the aforementioned region, which in time would seek admission as a state in the Union.  In such a state they would be able to attain their goal of preserving German language and culture. The plan, of course, would involve a great undertaking, but desirable and realizable, in their view. 
The purpose of their publication is to bring together those interested in emigration. It does not aim to convince anyone to emigrate, but only attract those who have already come to this decision of their own volition. It cannot be said to be in violation of the law anywhere. The success of their plan is assured given the rising tide of emigration, which is drawing people from all ranks of German society, according to the authors.
There are several particular reasons justifying the formation of an emigration society that they would like to explain:

1. Most German emigrants would like to preserve their German language and ways and this could best be accomplished by concentrating the emigration on one particular area. By means of this concentrated settlement the creation of  “a free German state, a rejuvenated Germany in North America” would become a reality and then find a place and a voice as a state within the framework of the U.S. (16) 
2. Not many emigrants possess the necessary funds to seek out an appropriate place of settlement in America, as they must first seek a place of employment, causing emigrants to settle separately from one another. If a group would emigrate together as a “united and organized community” it would be able to establish a sustainable existence for its membership independent of outside support and employment. (17)
3. The emigration society would consist of members drawn from all ranks of German society, so that their combined strengths together would ensure the overall success of the undertaking.

4. Emigration means separation from friends and family and is a considerable step for anyone to take, so that a guarantee would be provided for the protection of the families joining the Giessen Emigration Society. Something like this could only be obtained within the framework of an emigration society consisting of a membership of like-minded people and only by means of such an organization with legal and binding regulations.

5. The unification of German emigration for the purpose of concentrating it on the settlement of individual colonies in a particular region would allow for the selection of the best territory and contribute to the success of the Giessen Emigration Society.

6. Since the entire undertaking would take a number of years to come to fruition, a representative committee would have to remain in Germany to take care of later groups of emigrants, as well as any related financial matters left behind by those who have already emigrated.

The authors then explain what the expectations are of the Giessen Emigration Society: 

1. The society expects to establish a civil society in America, where all would be able live their lives as they please, so long as they do not violate the rights of others, nor of those of the community. In this regard, the authors declare: “In the noblest sense of the word, we want to live for our own well-being, as well as that of the community as a whole. (18) In America they expect that they will find a homeland they can truly believe in and devote themselves to, where there will be a real chance of future progress. Although not stated here, the sub-text is that such would not be the case in Germany. In the U.S. each person would have the feeling of being an integral part of a democratic state. Additionally, it was hoped that there would be no need for a call to arms, as had been the case with the recent wars in Europe. They are especially opposed to taking up arms for the defense of a particular class of the population that they have no desire of defending, or of fighting for a cause that is of no concern to them. Here again it is not stated, but the sub-text was that this had been the case in Germany. 

2. The authors moreover expect “a rejuvenated moral religious life” in America and one that would be in accordance with “the true spirit of Christianity – the spirit of freedom and love.” (19) There should be freedom to express one’s convictions and the truth would always be the ultimate goal in any and all discussions. Those seeking to gather with others of similar beliefs would certainly be free to do so, but this should be the result of “voluntary association,” rather than coercion. (20) Additionally, the society would aim to provide for a systematic education for the youth of the society. And, it would strive for civility in public and social, as well as in family life.  

3. The society should expect to be well situated to provide for the sustenance of all of its members given the manifold strengths and abilities of its membership. Those feeling that their particular physical and intellectual gifts might be of minimal practical value for the emigration plan would not be accepted as members of the society.
Aside from these preliminary expectations, the authors note that their endeavor can only succeed by means of members who can afford the costs of emigration and have the necessary capital to acquire land in America, or have the possibility of taking on a new occupation. The authors also emphasize that only industrious families with an unblemished history would be accepted for membership. Also, as noted earlier, such an undertaking would of necessity require a number of years to attain success.

A central committee in Germany would work with sub-committees located elsewhere. After the emigration, a second central committee would be established in America, but the German committee would remain in place. Its members would consist of those who would emigrate later on, or of those interested in supporting the work of the society. 

The colonies formed in America would elect their own central committee, which would immediately establish contact with the central committee in Germany. The latter should also remain in contact with all the sub-committees in Germany and inform them of news from America. Members of all committees would serve without remuneration.

To assure that the Giessen Emigration Society would begin to function, the authors indicate that they have formed a Provisional Central Committee together with several interested parties. The headquarters would be located in Giessen, in the Grand Duchy of Hessen.

The Provisional Central Committee called on all those interested in emigration to form societies in their localities and to elect sub-committees, which should then contact the society through Paul Follenius in Giessen.

Since the undertaking would not be a private affair, but one of interest to the general public aimed at reaching a wide audience, the authors request readers to publicize the plan by means of letters to friends and family and try to get announcements in the press.

With regard to the selection of the area of settlement, the Provisional Central Committee noted the following points:

1. Land would be sought not currently within one of the states of the Union, as an area would be sought where “our nationality” could establish itself and its own rule of law. This is the reason why none of the already existing states would be chosen, as the “Anglo-American national character” was already present and dominant in them. (21)
2. Of the territories available, only Missouri and Oregon seem appropriate, as the others were inhabited by Indians. Other areas that are mentioned include Michigan, Florida, Arkansas, etc.
3. Finally, it is noted that the place to be settled would be thoroughly investigated by the Central Committee with all the means at its disposal and that a commission might possibly be sent out in advance to examine the area first-hand.

Additionally, it is noted that the society would take the first settlers in America as its model. They also were imbued with the idea of freedom and this idea gave them the strength to persevere and ultimately attain success. They also consisted of emigrants drawn from all classes of their homeland society. 

The particular advantage of the Giessen Emigration Society would be that it would have an organization to plan the emigration and which would concentrate settlement in a particular area. Here, the emigrants would not be required to give up their nationality, but would be able to preserve it in private as well as public life.

Due to the widespread discussion of the project, the authors note that they already have received a great number of positive and negative comments. Many indicate their interest and willingness to join the Giessen Emigration Society. On the other hand, some of the negative comments had frightened off people from joining the society. Public attacks on the undertaking were to be expected now because of the publication of this book and the authors promise that they will certainly come to the defense of the plan.  
They welcome comments from those who want to examine the book honestly and reasonably with regard to the goals and purposes of the society. They note that they can only provide a general explanation of the plan at this time and that a more detailed plan would follow when more members had joined the society. They will not get involved in a public debate with a second kind of opponent, nor concern themselves with their attacks, as discussions with them in private have proven to be pointless.

The first category consisted of those wanting to discourage their relatives and friends from emigration. They basically were following the feelings of their hearts rather than reason and object to a plan that would separate them from their loved ones. The authors avoid responding to such opponents for these reasons, but note that such opponents are thinking more of themselves than of the future of their friends and family members. 

The second category of opponents consisted mainly of patriotic individuals who considered emigration a betrayal of the German Fatherland, especially for the reason of leaving it at this particular time in its history. Here it should be noted that the book by Follenius and Muench appeared in 1833, which was the time of the failure of the 1832/33 revolutions in Germany.  The authors respond that they would rather devote their time and energy to the emigration plan, rather than getting involved in contemporary German politics. Moreover, they would appreciate not being attacked for a lack of patriotism, as this was unjustified. They hoped others would respect their position and might one day agree with them and they would gladly welcome their support. 

Finally, the authors comment on the individual colonies that would be established by the Giessen Emigration Society. Each colony would be entitled to draw up its own constitution and organize itself independently, but would only be accepted by the Giessen Emigration Society if its constitution was in accordance with its constitution. Two essential requirements were:

1. No colony should provide any legal basis for the creation of any kind of aristocracy.

2. The introduction of slavery would not be permitted. (22)
To assure that the constitution of a colony would be in accordance with that of the Giessen Emigration Society, discussion would have to take place to assure that they are in full agreement with one another.

It would be assumed that the constitution of the individual colonies would also be in full compliance with the American legal system. 

At this point, the book comes to a conclusion and is signed by: The Contractors (Paul Follenius, Lawyer, Giessen, and Friedrich Muench, Pastor in Niedergemünden, Kreis Alsfeld) and the Members of the Provisional Central Committee (Christian von Buri, Lawyer, Giessen; Gottfried Jordan, Treasurer in Lindheim in der Wetterau; Dr. Ph. Fr. Wilh. Vogt, Professor of Medicine, Giessen; G.H. Engelhard, Pharmacist, Frankfurt am Main; Georg Engelbach, Dr. of Medicine and Surgery, Lauterbach).
After this listing of the names of the Contractors and the Provisional Central Committee, there is additional information in what appears to be an addendum. This reads as if it were added for the second edition of the work. Here the authors add some further details that most likely respond to questions they had received after the publication of the first edition. 
In this addendum they provide further information as to the following points:
1. Readers are advised that before further details can be released more members will have to be won for the Giessen Emigration Society and that the statutes of the society will have to be finalized. When this is done, the members of the Provisional Central Committee will then issue a call for a general meeting and a new board will be elected. It would be responsible for all business pertaining to the society from the time of embarkation from Germany to the time of disembarkation in America.
2. Interested parties can apply for membership with any of the aforementioned persons (the Contractors or members of the Provisional Central Committee). However, application would have to be done in person, not in writing, except in the case the applicant is already known. Approval for membership would then be voted on by the Provisional Central Committee. As noted earlier, an estimated one thousand people were interviewed, and five hundred finally selected.
3.  Dues could be paid directly to Paul Follenius or Friedrich Muench, or any of their agents, or to Gottfried Jordan. The latter has also indicated that he would be willing to serve as treasurer of the Giessen Emigration Society. He and all members of the Central Committee would be responsible for financial reports to the membership regarding income and expenditures.
4. Every family head would be required to pay one guilder at the time of application and five guilders per family member at the time of acceptance into the society. If there would be less then five members of the family, then twenty-five guilders still would have to be paid. Any surplus funds would go to the members later on. Those failing to emigrate would not be refunded their dues. By the time of departure, the following funds would  have to be paid in cash to cover the costs for the following expenditures:
A. For the cost of the voyage.
B. For the support of the family until the time of the first harvest.
C. For the purchase of 50 acres of land.
D. For the clearing of the latter.
E. For the purchase of any necessary agricultural equipment.
F. Families unable to afford these costs would not be accepted for membership in the society. Until the time of the ship’s passage, members would be responsible for their own expenses.
5. In each colony, 20 acres would be set aside for the possible development of a city. This would be in a location suitable for trade and commerce. After this space had been identified, members could then acquire the land they desired. Any land sold thereafter should be offered first of all to other members of the society, rather than non-members.
6. A community treasury would be established to cover the unavoidable costs relating to community development. A board elected by the community would be entitled to call on members for work relating to the community as a whole. The only paid employees of the community would be: a teacher, a physician and a treasurer. In the case of disagreements, arrangements would be made to obtain the services of a judge and the decisions made would be binding. 
7. In the following cases, the community will take on responsibility of financial support for the persons involved:
A. In the case where someone is injured while in the service of the community.
B. In the case of the death of a family head provisions would be made for the widow or other family members.

This final addendum to the first part of the book is signed by Paul Follenius and Friedrich Muench.

Part Two of the Invitation and Explanation:  The Statues of the Society

In a foreword to the statutes Follenius and Muench state that the statutes aim to establish the legal regulations of the Giessen Emigration Society. They also indicate that the Giessen Emigration Society now had almost enough members (July 1833), so that a general meeting would soon be called at which time an election would be held for the members of the Central Committee, which would replace the Provisional Central Committee.  This foreword was probably written shortly after the final addendum to part one and indicates the progress the Giessen Emigration Society had made since then. As with the first part of the book, the foreword is signed by both Follenius and Muench.

The statutes consist of five parts and not all of them need be reviewed in detail here. Many repeat what was already stated in part one, others clarify or provide more information on a particular topic. The major relevant items are summarized here.

1. Purpose and Formation of the Society: The Giessen Emigration Society is described as a member of the General German Emigration Society. Its goal was the establishment of a new homeland in one of the territories of the U.S., possibly in the Arkansas Territory, and there to form a German state that would seek admission to the U.S. The Giessen Emigration Society would aim to become the first society to actually establish such a colony and would remain in contact with and assist those in Germany that would also like to establish colonies. The Giessen Emigration Society aims to establish a common treasury for the support of the settlement of a colony. The membership of the Giessen Emigration Society would consist of all those who had been approved by the Central Committee.
2. Constitution and Officers of the Society: This section indicates that decisions made by the society would require a two-thirds vote of the membership at a general meeting. The board of the society, or Central Committee, would consist of the following: Chairman (with two standby substitutes), secretary, treasurer, physician, two teachers, and three judges (with two standby substitutes). This board would be responsible for the selection of members for the society and all business matters pertaining to the society from the time of embarkation until the time of disembarkation. Only the teachers and physician would be contracted with and this for a period of five years.  
3. Regarding Individual Members of the Society: The membership of the society consisted of families, with the family head holding the voting right at the general meetings. The following conditions obtained with regard to joining the society.

A. Morality: Documentation from local authorities, including notarized statements 
by civil and religious authorities, would be required.
B. Homeownership: Members were required to be homeowners.
C. Age: Membership was reserved to those at least twenty-two.
D. Interview: A personal interview with all applicants was required, as well as the payment of five guilders for each member of a family, with a minimum payment of twenty-five due.

E. Signature: Each applicant was required to sign the statutes of the society, indicating that they would be considered as legally binding.

F. Emigration: Membership required passage with the rest of the society’s members.

G. Member Funds: Each family head would be required to pay the following to the society:

1. Commission: 15 guilders was due to cover the costs of the commission that would be sent to inspect the area of settlement.
2. Land: 50 guilders would be due for 50 acres per family.

3. Housing and equipment: 200 guilders would be due for the housing, as well as any necessary agricultural equipment.

4. Sustenance: 20 guilders per family member would be due to provide for the sustenance of the family until the time of the first harvest.

5. Travel Costs: Twice the normal travel fare would be due to cover all possible travel and related expenses. This would be 160 guilders for those over the age of 12; 120 guilders for those 8-12; 80 guilders for those 4-8; 40 guilders for those 1-4; and 20 guilders for those under 1 year.
6. Due Date: All funds were due to be paid to the society by 1 April 1834.

7. Refunds: Any member quitting the society would forfeit only the 5 guilders paid when application was made for membership, as well as 5 guilders per family member.
8. Exchange Currency: As soon as 4,000 guilders was collected, the funds would be deposited in a bank, so that the necessary U.S. currency could be acquired. Currency brought with the membership would be held by the treasurer in a chest with locks requiring three different keys. Copies of these keys would also be held by the chairman and secretary.

9. Financial Documents: Any financial documents, such as mortgage statements, should be deposited with the treasurer. 


H. Expulsion: Members could be expelled for the following reasons:

1. Morality: Members could be excluded due to immoral behavior.


2. Statutory Violations: Any violation of the society’s statutes would be 
cause of expulsion.
4. General Regulations: The society commented on several points, but the following stand as the most important:

A. Slavery: Every member had to renounce the acquisition of slaves and anyone 
in violation of this regulation would be expelled and lose one’s property, which 
would 
be turned over to the community.

B. Minors: Any minors belonging to families that had lost the family head would 
be entitled to having a guardian appointed by the society.

C. Property: The land intended for settlement by the society would be acquired by 
the Central Committee of the Giessen Emigration Society and divided among the 
members by means of lots. Each member would be required to turn over a portion 
of land to the community for the construction of roadways, community buildings 
and cemeteries. Each parcel of land would consist of farmland, meadowland, 
woodland and a place for a building site. The latter would provide adequate room 
for a house, barn and garden.

D. Initial Quarters: Before the arrival of the members at the settlement site, 
several large log houses would be built to house the emigrants at the time of their 
arrival. 


E. School: Every family head was entitled to send family members aged 7-14 to 
the community school.

5. Guarantee of the Statutes: The Giessen Emigration Society pledged that it would guarantee that it would remain in existence for at least five years from the date of arrival in America and that it could then only be dissolved by a vote of five-sixths of its membership. The society would also provide for a guarantee of the statutes and would hold all members accountable to them for the period of five years. . Any changes or additions to the statutes would require a two-thirds majority vote of the membership.

Conclusion

As Gustav Koerner observed, the Giessen Emigration Society was “perhaps one of the best organized in Germany.” The reasons for this can be found in the programmatic manifesto published in 1833. An examination of this publication reveals why the Society was so successful in getting organized and attracting so many people to its fold. These factors particularly stand out:
1. Authors: Paul Follenius and Friedrich Muench were relatively well known by the time of the publication of their work. They both had been educated at the University of Giessen, had belonged to the Giessen Blacks, and now held respectable professional positions as a lawyer and minister. Additionally, one of the authors, Follenius, bore a name that was well-known and associated with liberal causes and endeavors.
2. Provisional Central Committee: The 1833 publication also contained the names of the five members of the Provisional Central Committee. As with Follenius and Muench, they were all upstanding citizens, representing a variety of respectable professions. This Committee, therefore, added stature and credibility to the publication, as well as to the emigration society it proposed.

3. Giessen Emigration Society: The authors and the Provisional Central Committee set forth a plan that appeared to have been well thought out and explained. The basic plan was followed by an addendum clarifying a number of issues and then followed by the proposed statutes of the organization. The detail to which various matters are covered here demonstrates that considerable time had been spent in addressing all kinds of conceivable questions that might be raised. Anyone reading the book by Follenius and Muench could readily see that this was a society with an organizational structure that would carefully screen candidates for the society. This was not a society open to anyone. Only those with the necessary financial means and the desired occupational background would be accepted. Additionally, references as to the applicant’s moral character and integrity were required. And, the plans ranged from the time of departure through the time of arrival in the U.S., and provided guarantees for the first five years in the new homeland. All points would seem to have been covered.
4. Goal of the Society:  Follenius and Muench were not merely proposing the establishment of a German colony. If so, they might not have attracted the following they did. They stated they wanted to establish an “exemplary” German republic. This meant they wanted to create a democratic colony with a republican form of government. Ultimately, it would seek admission to the Union, which was a way of stating their commitment to the American form of government and that they were not interested in forming a colony separate from the U.S. They also hoped that this would have positive repercussions for political change in Germany. This is what they meant when they wrote of “New Germany.” In short, their concept of a German colony was a statement of their political beliefs directed toward the U.S., as well as Germany. 
We might best view the history of the Giessen Emigration Society as consisting of two stages. First, there was the conceptual stage and, second, the organizational stage. The first stage involved the developmental stage of planning the society and publishing the Invitation and Explanation. The second stage relates to the actual execution of the plan. In this latter stage some basic problems surfaced relating to the plan and how it was carried out. Additionally, there were unforeseen circumstances, which occurred in the course of trying to realize the plan. These came about as historical accidents. In hindsight, these conceptual, structural and coincidental problems might seem obvious today and should have been thought of beforehand, but at the time, the planners did not foresee them, nor take them into consideration.
The purpose of this study has been to illuminate the first stage of the history of the Giessen Emigration Society by examining the publication that proposed its creation, the Invitation and Explanation. All too often, the focus has been on the second stage of the society’s history with undue consideration given to this fascinating work by Follenius and Muench. This book itself needs to be taken into consideration in analyzing, evaluating and passing judgment on the subsequent history of the Giessen Emigration Society. 
 After the Invitation and Explanation was published, the ideal now had to get real - it had to get implemented and face the results of a reality-check. However, that is a topic beyond the scope of this study and one that belongs to an analysis of the second stage of the history of the Giessen Emigration Society.
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